
Employee wins case
The Ohio Civil RightsCommis
sion ruled that the Delaware
County sheriff discriminated
because of race I D3

Same-sex pairs on rise
More couples publicly affirming relationships, expert says
ByAlayna DelVlartini "i thinV thp
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Alot moresame-sex couples in Ohio are
stepping outofthe closet, at least for gov
ernment surveys.

Between 2000 and 2005, Ohio had the
sixth-highest percentage increase in the
number ofcouples whosaid theywere in
same-sex relationships, U.S. Census figures
show.

The Midwest had the largestincreases
reported in that period. Wisconsin had an
81 percent jump.

But the increasesprobablydon'tmean
that a flood of gaypeople has movedto
the nation's heartland, saidGary J.Gates, a
senior research fellow at the University of
Californiaat LosAngeles.

"I think the Midwest had one of the
biggest closets," said Gates, who studied
the census results. "This isjust more peo
ple being willing to check the box... to say
they arein a same-sex relationship!"

The national debate ongay marriage
might haveprompted somegays to be
come more vocal about their sexual orien
tation, Gates said.

"This is thefirst time thatgay people
were beingdiscussed on a regular basis in
the media," he said.

The numberofsame-sex Couples in
Ohio jumped byabout62percent, from
18,937 to 30,669.

The first time the census asked about
same-sex relationships was in 1990.

Nationally, the number of same-sex
couples grew bynearly 31 percentbetween

2000and 2005, fi-om 594,391 to 776,943,
census results show. Most are male cou
ples.

Central Ohio will take its own count of
thegay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
population with anonline survey expected
to be readyby February, Statewide, that
group isabout 3 percentofthe state's pop
ulation of more than 11.4million.

The pointofthe local survey isto geta
better idea ofthe size and needs ofthe gay
population, such as health insurance or
employment assistance, said Douglas
Zelinsid, who is heading thesurvey.

"This is a population that'has had U.S.
Constitutional amendments being written
about them. I canimagine they feel mar
ginalized," Zelinski said.

InNovember2004, Ohio voters approved
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Counting same-sex couples 1
Ohio had a62 percent.increase in the number of couples who said they 1
were in same-sex relationships from 2000 to 2005, ranking it asthe "
sixth-biggest jump among thestates.
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a constitutional amendment
that bans gay marriage. Simi
lar legislation has passed in a
number of other states.

The central Ohio survey is
being paid for by a $40,000
gr&nt, primarily from the Unit
ed Wayof Central Ohio.

The survey should help
bolsterthe gaycommunity's
politic^ clout, said Karla
Rothan, interim director of
Stonevv^ Columbus. The
gay-rights advocacy group
pushed for the survey.

The organizationis ad
vocating legislation that will
require state employers to
offer benefits for both part
ners in a same-sex couple,
Rothan said.
' Depending on the success

of the survey, the United Way
mightsurvey other popula
tions for" which the agency has
little information, said Kermit
Whitfield, spokesman for the
United Way.

The immigrant population
would be one example.

Such surveys help the agen
cydirect donations to where
theyareneeded, Whitfield
said.

"The world is replete with
examples of programs that
didn't work. Then people say,
'Well, didn't you know this?'
about them."
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